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MEDIA REVIEW

Sustainable Sanitation for All:
Scaling Up Faecal Sludge 
Management

In the fast-growing developing world, 

providing sanitation services to all is 

a challenge that will require radically 

new, low-cost innovations that are 

deployable on a large scale. This need 

is especially acute in urban areas, 

where billions of people have no 

sustainable way to handle the waste 

that is captured and stored onsite in 

their septic tanks or latrine pits. In this 

context, Faecal Sludge Management 

(FSM) takes on critical importance for 

keeping waste out of the environment 

and making cities liveable.

The Fourth International Faecal 

Sludge Management Conference 

(FSM4), convening in Chennai, India 

19-23 February 2017, is a global forum 

for the discussion and dissemination 

of FSM solutions that are innovative, 

practical and sustainable, with a 

particular focus on those that can be 

scaled up to serve large populations. 

Convenors are drawn from the 

research, government, non-profit 

and donor sectors, and include the 

Tamil Nadu state government, the 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 

the German civil society expert 

organisation BORDA and its Indian 

partner CDD Society. FSM4 builds 

on the work of three previous FSM 

conferences, beginning in 2011 in 

Durban, South Africa. 

At the Chennai conference, 

BORDA and CDD Society will present 

a case study on the successful, 

award-winning implementation 

of a bio-based town-scale Faecal 

Sludge Treatment Plant (FSTP) in 

Devanahalli, India. Near Bangalore 

and its international airport, the town 

with its population of approximately 

35,000 people—a 25 percent 

increase in five years—has a partial 

piped water system but no sewage 

system. Prior to construction of the 

new FSTP, faecal sludge from septic 

tanks and pits was dumped untreated 

into fields and storm drains. In a 

joint undertaking in cooperation 

with regional and city governments, 

BORDA and CDD Society designed, 

built and put into operation a plant 

serving 30,000 people that uses an 

innovative gravity-based biological 

treatment technology that safely 

converts faecal sludge into reusable 

products such as bio-gas, agriculture-

safe water, and dried sludge for 

fertiliser. The plant’s operation and 

management is simple and low-cost, 

a key sustainability requirement, 

and has been recently handed over 

to the Municipal Council after local 

people were trained to manage its 

operations, an important milestone 

in community-based sanitation 

services. In another key development, 

Sasanka Velidandla, CEO of CDD 

Society, reports that the town 

has implemented a fee on local 

landowners to “provide stable long-

term funding of the FSTP. It will have 

the policy support of a formal utility, 

and that is new in FSM.” 

The FSM challenge goes beyond 

building treatment plants. There 

is an urgent need to focus on 

the entire FSM value chain, from 

capture to storage to transport to 

treatment to reuse, and to organise 

the management of this full-cycle 

process. In this area, BORDA and 

CDD are pioneers with ten years 

of on-the-ground experience 

beginning with FSTP in Indonesia 

and extending initiatives across the 

value chain in India, Africa and Latin 

America. Replicability and process 

management are important factors in 

the FSM value chain. Funded by the 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and 

following the successful Devanahalli 

model, CDD will set up 30 new FSTPs 

in India, with BORDA providing 

training for local plant operators 

and managers. “During the next 

20 years, FSM will have the highest 

priority,” says BORDA Director Stefan 

Reuter. “On-site systems will play the 

dominant role in sanitation solutions.” 

These developments in FSM take 

place against a larger backdrop of 

the UN’s Sustainable Development 

Goals. One of these goals—

ensuring the universal availability 

and sustainable management of 

water and sanitation—will require 

the large-scale implementation 

and management of the full FSM 

value chain. The FSM4 conference 

represents an important milestone on 

the road to achieving this goal. l

“Honeysucker” in Devanahalli, © Julia Knop
Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant
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1. The Source

January 2017

The Source is the official magazine of the International Water Associa-

tion (IWA). IWA members and staff are situated in 130 countries world-

wide, forming the largest international network of water professionals 

working towards a water wise world. Circulation of about 11,000.



MEDIA REVIEW

2. TAXCO, Mexico

8 February 2017

A report on the introduction of a new water and sanitation management

system in the region of Rio Juan, jointly developed by the municipality 

and BORDA. TAXCO is the official website of the municipality of Taxco.

http://bit.ly/2InP2Qg
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3.  ZDF TV 

Documentation 

15 March 2017

A ZDF documentation (English title „water contamination in Tanzania“) on 

BORDA-projects improving the hygienic situation in the slums of Dar es 

Salaam. On the occasion of the World Water Day, a ZDF team presented 

the joint efforts of BORDA and its local partners to set-up decentralised 

wastewater treatment systems. 

At the same day, the ZDF broadcasted a news story in its main news pro-

gramme „heute“ based on this film material.

ZDF (“Second German TV Channel”) is one of the biggest public TV sta-

tions in Europe. 

The English version of the film, produced by Deutsche Welle TV, 

is available on our YouTube channel Borda Global TV: http://bit.ly/2onLuEm
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4. Granma, Cuba

15 March 2017

Announcing the international harbour city conference in Havana, Cuba, 

and the participation of BORDA. Granma is the organ of the central com-

mittee of the Cuban Communist Party and with a circulation of 500,000 

the biggest daily in the country.

http://bit.ly/2FzCA25
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5.  Revista Bohemia, 

Cuba

13 June 2017

A report on the international harbour city conference in Havana, Cuba, 

where BORDA participated and made proposals for a strategy how to 

develop and protect the bay of Havana sustainably. Revista Bohemia is 

Cuba’s oldest general consumer magazine with a circulation of about 

100,000.

http://bit.ly/2FUOtyU
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6.  Revista Bohemia, 

Cuba

15 June 2017

A second article in Bohemia at the end of the international harbour city 

conference in Havana.

http://bit.ly/2HyXRWb
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7. Badische Zeitung

23 June 2017

Badische Zeitung is the biggest regional daily in Freiburg with a circu-

lation of about 150,000. The article tells the story of a hydrology student 

volunteering in BORDA projects in Nicaragua.

http://bit.ly/2FV4Xag
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8. Klub Dialog

30 June 2017

Klub Dialog is a Bremen based association of people and groups from 

the creative and cultural industries. On the occasion of our 40th anniver-

sary, the online magazine published a story on BORDA and its worldwide 

activities.  

http://bit.ly/2HzgwRA
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8.1. Klub Dialog
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9. Weser-Kurier

7 July 2017

Weser-Kurier is the biggest regional daily in Bremen with a circulation 

of about 400,000. On our 40th anniversary, the paper published an inter-

view with our executive director Stefan Reuter. 

http://bit.ly/2FShFGJ
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10. Radio Bremen 

7 July 2017

On our 40th anniversary, the regional public radio station “Radio Bremen” 

broadcasted a three-minutes-item on BORDA and its worldwide activities. 

https://youtu.be/SR7fh2fo4iU
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11. ZDF News 

27 August 2017

On the occasion of the World Water Week in Stockholm, the ZDF 

broadcasted a news story in its main news programme “heute” featuring 

BORDA’s worldwide activities in the sanitation sector.

ZDF (“Second German TV Channel”) is one of the biggest public TV 

stations in Europe. 
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12. Vietnam TV4 

9 September 2017

In a four-minute-report, Vietnam TV presented DEWATS projects of 

BORDA in the country. Vietnam TV is the state run TV station in Vietnam. 

VTV4 is the international channel of VTV, partly broadcasting in English. 

This item was also broadcasted in the Vietnamese news programme. 

https://youtu.be/9A4bW1NqvMc
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13. Wanted Magazin

October 2017

“Wanted Magazin” is an online and print magazine targeting mainly 

young people. It is based in the metropolitan area of Bremen. On the 

occasion of our 40th anniversary, the magazine published a story on 

BORDA and its worldwide activities.  

www.wantedmagazin.de
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14. Radio Bremen 

Regional TV Magazine

7 October 2017 

As part of a weekly series „Our water“ the regional Radio Bremen TV 

Magazine „buten&binnen” broadcasted a two-minute-film and an inter-

view with Christoph Sodemann, BORDA Head of PR, on BORDA’s 

activities in the sanitation sector. Radio Bremen is the public TV and 

Radio broadcaster in Bremen. 

https://youtu.be/zAcktmPmgEY
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15. Weser-Kurier

12 October 2017

Announcing an event, which brings people from different countries and 

cultures together by reading their favorites stories from their home coun-

tries. Weser-Kurier is the biggest regional daily in Bremen with a circula-

tion of about 400,000.

http://bit.ly/2GqEjDX
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16. Nicaragua TV6

28 October 2017

The state run national TV Channel 6 in Nicaragua broadcasted this 

report on a BORDA training for municipalities to enhance the local water 

management. It was produced by UNI-TV, the first university programme 

of the national TV, covering the work at the Technical University of 

Nicaragua.   

https://youtu.be/2a3b8KOuoY4
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17. Nord-Süd-Rundbrief

November 2017

Nord-Süd-Rundbrief is the newsletter of the German Section of the World 

University Service, which offers educational programmes in more than 

50 countries. The article highlights BORDA’s achievements in the sanita-

tion sector over the past 40 years. 

http://bit.ly/2hvyays
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BREMEN

Engagement im Bereich „Sauberes Wasser“

Durch ihr entwicklungspolitisches Engagement trägt die Freie 

Hansestadt Bremen maßgeblich zur Umsetzung des nachhaltigen 

Entwicklungsziels Nr. 6 „Sauberes Wasser und Sanitäreinrichtungen“ 

bei. Bremen unterstützt Projekte der grundbedürfnisorientierten 

Entwicklungszusammenarbeit, insbesondere für die Verbesserung 

des Zugangs zu sauberem Wasser und Sanitäranlagen u. a. durch die 

Partnerschaft mit der in Bremen ansässigen Organisation BORDA  

e. V. (Bremen Overseas Research and Development Association).  

BORDA engagiert sich seit 40 Jahren für Lösungen zur Sicherstellung 

sanitärer Grundversorgung und den Zugang zu sauberem Wasser. 

Weltweit hat BORDA rund 3.500 dezentrale Abwasserbehandlungs-

anlagen (DEWATS) in Betrieb genommen. Damit werden etwa eine 

Million Menschen versorgt. Für die indische 30.000-Einwohner-Stadt 

Devanahalli wurde gemeinsam mit der indischen Partner-Organisa-

tion CDD ein funktionierendes „Fäkalschlamm-Management“ um-

gesetzt. Das sichert Toiletten in allen Haushalten, das regelmäßige 

Abpumpen der Fäkalien und die Wiederaufbereitung als Dünger in 

einer dezentralen Kläranlage. Weitere Informationen finden Sie unter  

www.borda.de. Mehr Informationen zum entwicklungspolitischen 

Engagement von Bremen und den 15 anderen Deutschen Ländern 

finden Sie unter www.entwicklungspolitik-deutsche-laender.de. 

Info: Die Bevollmächtigte beim Bund, für Europa und Entwicklungszu-

sammenarbeit, Ansgaritorstr. 22, 28195 Bremen, Ansprechpartner: 

Jörn Hendrichs, Tel. 0421/3614505, joern.hendrichs@ez.bremen.de, 

www.ez.bremen.de 
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18. Weser-Kurier

19 December 2017

The article announces the upcoming visit of the EU Commissioner for 

Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management, Christos Stylianides, at the 

BORDA headquarters and governmental institutions of the federal state of 

Bremen.

http://bit.ly/2yXgcaR
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19.  Westfälische 

Rundschau

2 January 2018

Westfälische Rundschau is a regional daily from Münster with a circula-

tion of about 110,000. The article is a firsthand report by a volunteer who 

works with BORDA in India. 

http://bit.ly/2FefGJZ
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19.1.  Westfälische 

Rundschau

2 January 2018
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Appearances of BORDA 

on other social media profiles

6 July 2017

22 March 2017

7 July 2017
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7 July 2017

13 September 2017



EVENTS

FSM 4 Conference 

Chennai, India

19 – 23 February 2017

EVENTS



EVENTS

40 Years BORDA 

Panel Discussion,  

Berlin 

31 May 2017

Clean Water and Sanitation for All  

– New Ways to Achieve the Sustainable Development Goals

http://bit.ly/2pcvRRp



EVENTS

Dialogue on environment 

and urban development in 

harbour cities

Conference in Havana, Cuba

13 – 15 June 2017

EVENTS



EVENTS

World Water Week 

Stockholm

28 August 2017 

— 1 September 2017



EVENTS

40 YEARS BORDA 

Bremen,  

Overseas Museum

13 September 2017

Reception and Open Space Discussion “Beyond Water”



EVENTS

IWA Water and  

Development Congress 

& Exhibition 

Buenos Aires, Argentina

13 – 16 November 2017
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Am 7.7.2017 kann BORDA den 40. Jahrestag ihrer Vereinsgründung feiern. 

Eine Geschichte, die in den vergangenen Jahrzehnten eng mit dem Bremer 

Übersee-Museum verbunden war und in besonderer Weise auch mit dem 

Wirken des Leiters der Abteilung Handelskunde, Dr. Hartmut Roder. 

BORDA steht für „Bremen Overseas Research and Development Associa-

tion“ oder in der deutschen Version für „Bremer Arbeitsgemeinschaft für 

Überseeforschung und Entwicklung“. Ein durchaus etwas sperriger Name, 

immer erklärungsbedürftig, und doch illustriert er auf sympathische Weise, 

wie sehr die damaligen Gründer die Nähe zum Übersee-Museum gesucht 

haben. Gegründet wurde der Verein in der Bibliothek des Museums. Dabei 

war das Museum ausgerechnet in dieser Phase von 1976 bis 1978 wegen des 

Umbaus für die Öffentlichkeit geschlossen. Doch es ging um viel mehr, als die 

Ausstellungsräume attraktiver und zeitgemäßer zu gestalten. Dieser Umbau 

Ende der 1970er-Jahre beruhte vor allem auf einer Neudefinition und einem 

fundamentalen Wandel des Selbstverständnisses, wie die entwickelten Länder 

des Nordens den weniger entwickelten Ländern des Südens gegenübertreten 

sollten. Es ging um das Abschütteln und Loswerden postkolonialer Attitüden, 

die bis weit in die 1960er-Jahre noch prägend und gesellschaftlich stilbildend 

waren. Es ging um die Suche, was dann eigentlich das Neue ausmachen sollte 

in der Begegnung mit Menschen und Kulturen, die bis dato in erster Linie als 

Ausbeutungs- und Ausstellungsobjekt wahrgenommen worden waren.

Dieser kreative und lebendige Prozess fand national und international im 

Kontext einer Neuausrichtung der Politik statt, die jetzt von „Entwicklungs-

zusammenarbeit“ und von „Hilfe zur Selbsthilfe“ sprach. Bremen war an 

diesem politischen Wandel intensiv beteiligt. Von hier kamen vielleicht 

nicht die theoretischen Vordenker, wie zum Beispiel Erhard Eppler, sondern 

eher Gestalter und Macher wie der langjährige Chef des Landesamts für 

Entwicklungszusammenarbeit, Gunter Hilliges, der Völkerrechtler Professor 

Manfred O. Hinz oder der damalige Direktor des Übersee-Museums, Dr. Her-

bert Ganslmayr. Als erstes Bundesland überhaupt institutionalisierte Bremen 

Entwicklungspolitik als staatliche Aufgabe mit der Schaffung des Landesamts 

für Entwicklungszusammenarbeit. Die Rechtsexpertisen von Professor Hinz 

und das Namibia-Projekt an der Universität halfen auf vielfältige Weise mit, 

den Übergang der ehemaligen deutschen Kolonie Deutsch-Südwestafrika 

aus der Klammer des südafrikanischen Apartheid-Regimes zur Selbständig-

keit zu vollziehen. Das Übersee-Museum nahm in der Präsentation seiner 

Exponate und mit zahlreichen ergänzenden Ausstellungen und Veranstal-

tungen die meist dramatischen sozialen Verhältnisse in den ehemaligen 

BORDA

Stefan Reuter und Christoph Sodemann

TenDenZen 

– Journal of the 

Overseas Museum 

Bremen

Special Edition

40 Years of BORDA – a brief history
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Film: Safely Managed  

Sanitation for All  

– The BORDA Approach

https://youtu.be/DnfSBc8aJ7E
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BORDA Flyer
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BORDA started designing and implementing DEWATS in 1989 with part-

ners from France, India and China. Since then, BORDA, together with its 

international “Basic Needs Services” network have implemented more 

than 3,000 systems worldwide. 

The vast majority of them are documented in BORDA’s Global DEWATS 

Inventory. All systems included are designed, constructed and/or super-

vised – i. e. their implementation facilitated – by BORDA in cooperation with 

its partners since 1989. 

DEWATS Inventory
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Roll-ups
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Roll-ups
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BORDA Newsletter

… bringing in partners, building out networks: as 2017 draws to a close, we would like  

to share stories of growth and expansion into new fields of endeavor. Whether it's FSM 

at high altitude, sanitation in arid regions and remote areas, country-wide DEWATS 

replication, or management of urban waters, it's BORDA's cross-sectoral relationships 

at global, national, regional and local level that make it all happen. As work in the field 

goes into ever more challenging areas, BORDA is also engaging the young people who 

will bring about the next generation of solutions.

BORDA at the 13th Conference of Youth: Strengthening young 

people's capabilities and raising awareness of the linkages between 

climate change and water-related issues 

From the 3rd to the 5th of November around 1600 young climate activists and UN Youth 

Delegates from 114 countries met in Bonn for COY13, the 13th international Conference  

of Youth on climate change themes. The COY is an official event of the UNFCCC (United 

 Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change) youth constituency and takes 

place every year just before the annual UN Climate Change Conference,  also known as 

the Conference of Parties (COP). This year, COP23 took place in Bonn, Germany under 

the Presidency of Fiji. With the Fiji-inspired slogan “Talanoa Mada - Youth Accelerating 

Climate Action,” COY13 focused on capacity building and policy training in preparation 

for upcoming climate negotiations, the facilitation of knowledge sharing and the buil-

ding and enhancing of youth networks and movements.

Scaling up solutions…

In the span of a human life, forty years is a long time. Since BORDA’s first project in 

1977, improving living conditions for all of the world’s people has been our constant 

endeavour. To mark our 40th anniversary, we have a series of events planned for this 

year — our recent Berlin event is only the first. Highlights are below, along with multi-

year perspectives from our regional offices.

Achieving SDG6: 

An Evening in Berlin Focused on Mobilising Change

“Clean water can be achieved for everyone!”, proclaimed State Secretary Ulrike Hil-

ler, opening the BORDA-sponsored panel discussion “Clean Water and Sanitation for 

All – New Ways to Achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.” The event, held on 31 

May at the Landesvertretung  Bremen in Berlin and streamed live on Facebook, fea-

tured a high-level four-member panel drawn from different areas of the water and 

sanitation field:

•     Dr. Graham Alabaster, Chief of Section  

    (Waste Management & Sanitation) at UN-HABITAT 

•     Alexandra Knezovich, Program Manager at Toilet Board Coalition 

•     Dr. Manuel Schiffler, book author and Chairman of KfW Group 

•     Stefan Reuter, Managing Director of BORDA

FSM4 Conference in Chennai/India  

“This is a movement,” proclaimed Brian Arbogast as he looked out at the 1,200-plus 

delegates attending the FSM4 Conference 2017 in Chennai (http://fsm4.susana.org/), 

India. Thus the WASH program director at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation aptly 

summarised a striking development associated with the abbreviation FSM (Faecal 

Sludge Management). FSM is no longer seen as a disgusting taboo that only specia-

lised experts are willing to address. The topic has moved to the top of the international 

agenda for achieving sustainable development goals. Tragic reality has played a part  

in this evolution. Every day, more than 1,000 children die from diseases related to 

unhygienic living conditions. Worldwide, 2.7 billion people are exposed to serious 

health hazards due to the lack of sanitation and appropriate treatment of faeces and 

wastewater. Efforts to place FSM within the larger picture of sustainable sanitation 

have also helped turn an unattractive topic into an avenue for sustainable develop-

ment. Since the first specialists' meeting in Durban 2011, the FSM Conferences have 

in just a few years evolved into a major forum for cross-discipline international know-

ledge sharing.

World Water Day – 22 March 2017World Water Day – 22 March 2017
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People. Innovating. Sanitation.

Give-Aways
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Regional Websites
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Facebook Follower

70 % 

increase 1.176  
 

1.997 
December  

1. 2. 

3. 

4. Indonesia

5. Mexico

6. Cambodia

7. Laos

8. Nicaragua

9. Tanzania

10. Myanmar

Germany

Cities: Kabul, Bangalore, Daressalam, 

Berlin, Bremen, Phnom Penh, Amman, 

Managua, Mexico City, Rangun

9.016 Likes

392 Comments

405 Shares 

India

Afghanistan

Posts: 397 / year

Average: 33 / month
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Twitter

Youtube

98 %
increase 241 

January  

25 Videos
January  

477  
December  

53 Videos 
December  

Tweets: 250 / year 

Average: 21 / month

7,460 Total 
hits on channel

From 
6 to

70 
Subscribers 

Most popular videos: 

964 views 733 views 622 views 

1. 2. 3. 
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Website Statistics 

en.borda.de 

2,5 pages /session

16,315 Visits

Average/day: 45

User activity: 2:24 mins. 



CONTACT

borda.de

PR Team

Contact:

Christoph Sodemann

Head of Public Relations

sodemann@borda.de

+49.421.40 89 52 – 77 


